
OUR MISSION

Enriching lives by providing transformational 
musical experiences and opportunities.

OUR VISION

WYSO will expand instrumental music education 
and performance opportunities for young people of 
diverse backgrounds and inspire excellence and a 
lifelong connection to music.

WYSOMUSIC.ORGWYSOMUSIC.ORG

608.263.3320  |  WYSO@WYSOMUSIC.ORG  |    WYSORCHESTRAS 33 SATURDAYS FULL OF MUSIC, FUN & LEARNING!

TOURS 

Many WYSO members say touring is 
their favorite WYSO experience! 

Each year, WYSO orchestras tour local, 
regional, or statewide schools and 
communities. Youth Orchestra members 
tour internationally every other year. 
Past Youth Orchestra tours include trips 
to Italy, Japan, Argentina, the Czech 
Republic, Austria, Peru, and beyond.

WYSO CHAMBER  
MUSIC CAMP
Each summer, WYSO hosts a  
five-day summer Chamber Music 
Camp for musicians ages 11 to 18 who 
are interested in developing their 
performance and preparation skills with 
peers in a fun and relaxed setting.



WYSO small ensemble programs promote high levels of musical and technical proficiency, teach 
teamwork, develop leadership abilities, and provide a venue to explore new repertoire. 

Founded in 1993  |  Ages 10-15
Performs various levels of string orchestra literature from 
standard middle school to high school level. Members 
receive regular sectional coaching.

Founded in 2017  |  Ages 5-18
Offers students private lessons, group lessons,  
performance opportunities, and instruments, regardless 
of the family’s ability to pay. 

Founded in 1977  |  Ages 11-18
Performs music for full orchestra at the high school and 
advanced middle school level. Members receive regular 
sectional coaching and perform individually at a standard 
high school or advanced middle school level.

Founded in 2016  |  Ages 8-13
An introductory experience with an emphasis on 
technique and fundamentals. Members receive regular 
sectional coaching and perform individually at a standard 
high school or advanced middle school level. 

Founded in 1970  |  Ages 12-18
Members perform orchestral literature at the high school 
and college levels. Members receive regular sectional 
coaching and perform individually at an advanced high 
school level.
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ENDANGERED 
INSTRUMENTS 
WORKSHOPS 

Once monthly January 
through April.

A free workshop series for WYSO 
and non-WYSO students who 
play viola, bassoon, French 
horn, string bass, or low brass. 
Students work closely with a 
professional musician, learning 
instrument-specific techniques 
in a welcoming setting.

CONCERTO 
COMPETITIONS
Showcases the talents of Youth 
Orchestra and Philharmonia 
Orchestra members.

Competition participants 
receive valuable feedback from 
professional musicians. Winners 
perform a concerto with their 
orchestra at the Bolz Family 
Spring Concerts.

SECTIONAL 
COACHING
Sectional  coaches work with 
sections of the orchestra as a 
part of most Saturday rehearsals. 

Sectional coaches are professional 
musicians who help members 
learn their orchestra music, teach 
the skills needed to play in a large 
ensemble, and facilitate social 
connections within the section.

Founded by Dr. Marvin Rabin in 1966, WYSO has grown from one orchestra into a 
comprehensive program serving members ages 8-18. WYSO members can expect a high level 
of instrumental training from one of the finest youth orchestra programs in the country, all 
while building lasting friendships with like-minded peers.

Brass Choirs
All WYSO brass players participate in WYSO Brass 
Choirs. They meet every Saturday and perform 
two concerts each season.

Chamber Music Program
Offers ensemble coaching and performances for 
small groups of three to six players. Each group 
works with an individual coach and prepares 
repertoire for two recitals annually. Additional 
performance opportunities include providing 
music at special events or a performance on 
Wisconsin Public Radio. Open to WYSO students 
and non-WYSO students.

Honors Brass Quintet
WYSO’s premier brass ensemble. Membership 
offers young brass players unparalleled  
opportunities to play chamber music at a high 
level and work with some of the finest brass  
educators in the Midwest. Open to Youth  
Orchestra brass players by audition.

Harp Ensemble
Members are harpists ages 10-18 who participate 
in the WYSO orchestral program. Offers  
individualized coaching on orchestra repertoire 
and three performance opportunities prior to 
orchestral performances.

WYSO orchestra auditions are held in June with excerpts typically available in March. 

FLAGSHIP
ORCHESTRA

Founded in 1966  |  Ages 13-18
WYSO’s premier orchestra, performing advanced 
orchestral literature with opportunities to participate in 
master classes, international tours, and more. Members 
perform individually at a pre-college or college level. Percussion Ensemble

Members are percussionists who participate in 
the WYSO orchestral program. Offers additional 
performance opportunities including the annual 
Percussion EXTRAVAGANZA!


